
                                                                    Sunday 09 December 2007

Good Morning & Welcome
to Whyteleafe Free Church

... because Jesus lives forever, He has a permanent priesthood.      Hebrews 7:24

Our Sunday services
Morning
10:30am in the church

Evening
07:00pm in the church

Paul Riseley is leading and speaking at this morning’s service.

After all-age worship as part of the main service, youngsters go to the 
hall for fun and teaching with Hilary and a crèche room available for 
families to use.

Praise and Prayer.

Information
here are printed songbooks available for  those who have difficulty  reading the overhead 
projection screen and there is also an induction loop for those with hearing aids if you sit in 

the middle section of the church.    Ladies’ toilets are located in the back hall  on the left  and 
gentleman’s toilets are through the doorway in the church on the right as you enter.  Please ask if 
you need any help.  After the morning service, tea, coffee and other refreshments are available in 
the back hall, please join us.

T

Message from Paul
ou may remember from last week that I listed five things from the letter to the Hebrews that 
are necessary if I am to enjoy the ‘rest’ of God in a consistent way – the word of God (which 

judges me), the Priest of God (who represents me), the mercy of God (which acquits me), the grace 
of  God (which strengthens me),  and the  people  of  God,  (who encourage me).  This  is  from a 
straightforward reading of Hebrews 4:11-16. I looked at the word of God last Sunday, as the writer 
brings it to his readers in chapters 5&6, and it convicts me that I need to press on to maturity, to 
grow in my faith, and move from the baby stage. I need therefore a firmer grasp as to the One who 
represents me, the One who invites me into the presence of my heavenly Father, and on whose 
merits I receive mercy and grace. This is what we are considering today – the credentials of Jesus 
to represent His family on earth in the throne-room of heaven, and to minister to perfection on 
their behalf . The old line of priests, fathered originally by Aaron, was only instituted for a time as 
a necessary covering for sins committed under the law of Moses. Now, however, ‘a better hope is 
introduced, by which we draw near to God’ (7 verse 19). This High Priest brings us ‘near to God’! 
The priests under the old covenant could never do that, because they all had to keep their distance 
(except the High Priest on the Day of Atonement). Let us ‘draw near with faith’ this morning, as 
we marvel at the High Priest of our confession, what He has achieved, and what He continues to 
achieve in the power of His endless life. 

Y

e’ve now confirmed with Elizabeth Bowden (Ted’s wife) that the thanksgiving service for 
Ted’s life will be here at  1:30pm on Friday afternoon. There will be a reception in the hall 

afterwards for an hour or so. All are invited. (There will be a cremation at Beckenham at 10.30am at 
which only immediate family will be present.)

W

http://www.whyteleafefreechurch.org.uk/


Paul’s message continued
e’ve also had some sad news closer to us as a fellowship this week, for dear Jack has gone 
to be with the Lord. He was admitted to hospital on Wednesday/Thursday having become 

critically ill,  and passed away at 3:45pm yesterday afternoon (Saturday). Our prayers are very 
much with Joan and both sides of the family. 

W
Paul’s notes on Christmas dates

In amongst all this, Christmas is upon us! Let me give you some diary dates:
15 Dec 4:00pm The Christmas play from Cedar Club, ‘Messiah’s Christmas Concert’.

Jenny emphasises that 4.00pm is curtain-up. Arrival time is 3:45 for 4:00pm! 
We need to sense the atmosphere before it starts, as with every good 
production.

16th Dec 7:00pm Carolling around the village (replacing Praise and Prayer).

17th Dec 7:30pm Carolling around the village (replacing the Men’s Cell).

lease, please do your best to join us on one or both of these evenings. We want to put some 
Christmas goodwill into the heart of our community, and take some praise onto the streets. 

We need both singers (7or 8) and a few who will post our lovely Christmas cards through doors (2 
or 3). We need you! 

P
23rd Dec 4:30pm Our annual Candle-lit carol service. My them this year is ‘Candle in the 

dark’. I've put some of our evangelistic cards out this morning for your use. 
Invite some people! 

25th Dec 10:30am Christmas morning family service. Do come and celebrate with us.

This week’s events
Monday
09:45am Women’s meeting at church for bible study and fellowship. Women’s cell
3-5pm Meeting at the church. For parents, carers and school-age 

children. A time for games, activities, chat and Jesus!
Cedar Club

8:00pm At the Church. All men welcome. Men’s cell

Wednesday
01:30pm Parent and toddler group.  See above for information. Playmates
07:45pm Richard & Gill’s homegroup please ask them for details. Cell group

Thursday
07:30pm Please contact Brian, Jacqui, Ronnie or May for details. Cell group

Friday
01:30pm Thanksgiving service for Ted Bowden’s life (see note above). Thanksgiving

Sunday
10:30am Paul Riseley is leading and preaching. Sunday Service
07:00pm Praise and prayer. Sunday Evening

Whyteleafe Free Church, Godstone Road, Whyteleafe, CR3 0EH, telephone: 020 8668 3150
Pastor Paul & Jenny Riseley  telephone: 01883 330 805 (their day off is Tuesday)
Please send any bulletin news of information via the website or call 01883 625 929.  Thank you.
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